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While the circumstances of the transaction appear unusual,
it is dubious that bloc traders would make so clumsy an attempt
to use this channel to obtain the metals, all of which are em—
bargoed under COCOM controls. Bloc countries are continuing to
exploit their present well-developed procurement channels to
evade Western export controls and obtain substantial quantities
of these and other strategic metals. They are also able to pro-
cure such metals from Western nations which are not COCOM mem-

The amountsg reported to have been carried by the plane are
very small in terms of the quantities of these metals which the
bloc procures from the West. Therefore, if further information
should establish that this was actually a case of attempted
evasion of export controls, its importance would lie in the ef-
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